Every attendee at the Congress “Geosites between exploitation and preservation of nature”

having taken note that

· the 29th UNESCO General Conference (Paris, 1997, Oct. the 24th – Nov. the 12th), aiming at protecting and exploiting the technical, scientific, historic, cultural and environmental estate of the sites in which geological and mineral resources have been used;

· the “Unesco-Geopark” acknowledgement is meant to be appointed only to those territories that own geologic elements of great value and in which shared managing strategies, directed towards the preservation and exploitation of the geological estate, have been carried into effect together with the carrying out of researches as well as environmental and tourist–recreation activities;

· the 11th art. of the 6th April 2000 Tuscany Regional Law, n. 56, means to protect the diversity of local peculiar natural shapes, i.e. “Geotipes”;

· the 11th August 1997 Regional Law, n. 65, - which is the one appointing the Regional Park of the Apuan Alps – in its 14th art., paragraphs 2 and 21, as well as in its 21st art. paragraph 2, singles out the Plan for the Park and the Economic, Social and Multi-year Plan, as the tools suitable for promoting the exploitation of the exclusive typical outputs of the Apuan Alps;

· the art. 114, paragraph 15 and 16, of the 23rd December 2000 Law, n. 388, in expecting provision for the foundation of the archeological Park of the Apuan Alps, has already acknowledged the necessity of preserving and exploring the ancient excavation sites and the goods of great historic, cultural and environmental value, connected to the local digging-out activity;

considering that

as regards geodiversity the Apuan Alps are one of the most relevant zones in Italy and one of the most significant in Europe, for being a very interesting area from a litological and structural point of view. It is actually characterized by stones, rocks and morphological processes that have shaped the landscape in a wonderful and complex way by giving a trait of unicity to it;

for longer than 2000 years an intensive excavation activity of ornamental stones has been practised in the Apuan Alps, which has deeply marked the local populations’ cultural history as well as their economic and social one. Besides it has also significantly contributed to the world-wide artistic development, since ancient times;

the millenary digging-out activity in the Apuan Alps has created a peculiar quarry-landscape and the diffusion of many stone-sites. It has consequently collected an extraordinary estate of tokens which are technical, scientific, historical, cultural, artistic and environmental value;

The geological richness of the Apuan Alps, as well as the historic stratification of all those signs witnessing the digging-out activity, can be a further occasion of development. This could be made compatible with the preservation of the natural area and its resources and, at the same time, suitable by the ideation of projects enjoyable from a scientific, cultural point of view (“geoturism”).

In acknowledging the following principles

1) For the many relevant tokens of the geological and developing history of the planet preserved in them, the geological heritage of the Apuan Alps has to be considered internationally , nationally and regionally, extremely interesting. At the same time the use of geological resources has here assumed universal dimension and value;

2) the scientific, historic, cultural, social, economic and scenic value of the Apuan Geosites are therefore to be preserved and protected. This is particularly necessary in relation to:

a) the geological, structural context and its peculiar tectonic window set in the middle of the Apuan Alps;

b) the existence of the most ancient geological formations all over the Appenninic Chain;

c) the wide variety of the mineralogical attitude and mineral species, most of which were found out for the first time in the Apuan district;

d) the karst, with particular regard to the hypogean one, which numbers, among the best known, a world-worthy karst system in the Mount Corchia;

e) the traces of the great climatic change which gave rise to the glaciations and to the prehistoric settlements to them connected;

f) the ecological valence of numerous geosites, that, being rich in vegetables and animal endemic species, often represent natural habitats, considered of great interest for everyone;

g) the emergencies as well as the archeological , historic and cultural relics connected to the digging-out and mining activity;

3) the geosites in the Apuan Alps must be protected and preserved from any irrevertible modification and exploited as well, with a view to promoting the economic, social and cultural development of the involved populations.

4) A development model compatible and in keeping with the naturalistic and cultural values of the local territory must be guaranteed in the Apuan Alps, where a natural Park is also situated.

After having taken note, considered and acknowledged what previously said, the attendees at the congress “Geosites between exploitation and preservation of nature”

act finally as promoters

Of the undertaking to assert the candidature of the Apuan Alps to “UNESCO GEOPARK”

Carrara, October the 11th 2001.

